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Report to Students’ Council, June 29, 2004
Lisa McLaugHin, VP (Academic)
For Periocl June 16-24, 2004

CONFERENCE REPORT: “ExPeriencing the Richness of the University Mosaic: from

Diversity to lncliviclualitg”
June 15-19
Hosted bg the Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education
University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario

Historg:

As you know, I attended this conference in Ottawa last week after gauging it to be an

endeavor of Potential value and worth investigating, since a rePresentative from our

Students’ Union has not attended this in the past, to my lmow!edge. Upon intorming her

of the existence of this conference oPPortunitg, my counterpart at the University of

Calgarg, Laura Schultz, also decided to attend with one of her academic commissioners,

making us tl'le onlg student representatives at the comCerence ot whom | am aware.

nggtoms:

Weclnesclag, June 16

“The Ideal University’

This workshop sPannecJ an entire morning, and was a “Pie in the sl<9” type of
exercise that allowed Participants to reflect upon and discuss what an “ideal”
university would be like if there were no constraints. A[though much of what
came out of the workshop isn’t entire!g realistic (ancl it’s not necessarilg
suPPosecl to be), it gaveus a goocl sense of what our values are with resPect to
Post~seconclar5 education. What | found was that the student Perspective on
the ideal (Part of which came from AAB) isn’t much different than the tacu[tg
Perspective. Many themes that arose from the workshop include ideas of holistic
development (e, cleve!oprnent not only of workers, but also of citizens and
aclults) ancl mentorship between Prots and/or gracl stuclents and unclergrads —
very much a!ongthe lines of a traditional liberal arts aPProach, although many
wouldn’t necessari!g endorse a comPlete return to that model of universitg

education.

Thursclag, Junel7

“The Qua/ity Cha//enge: A Discussion on Strategfes for Enhancing the Qua/ity
of Post-Secona’ary Education in Canada”

Phone: 492 4236

E-mail: vp.academic@su.ualberta.ca



A 2.5~hour workshop atwhich a rePresentative from the federal government was
present, this was iikeig one of the most valuable sessions I attended. The
purpose was to determine what evidence exists to indicate that there is a Problem
with the qualitg of education at Post-seconclarg schools across Canada and to
determine what role the federal government could have in this situation.
Essentia”g, the feds don’t want to get involved in a Provincial matter unless the
Prob!em is serious enough, and theg want to know if there is angti’uing theg cando
to heip imProve c]uaiitg without intervening too much. ltwas a great oPPortunitg
to talk with a rep from the federal government, with the President of the Society
for Teaci'iing and Learning in Higtier Education, and with Facultg and tacuitg
c]eveiopers (.e., Peopie who work for University Teaching Ser\/ices~tgpe areas).

= C/7emfstry is More Fun when it’s a Problem-based Class’
This session was a waste of time, simpig because of the way it was Presentecl, asa
demonstration (with us Participating) rather than a discussion. I wanted to know
more about Probiem~baseci learning from a theoretical stanclpoint and discuss
the merits and drawbacks of it, but it turned out to be one Protessor showcasing
how she does it in one class.

* “CanweAgreeon what we want our Graduates to be Like?
This session was hosted bg avery attractive §O~something male Aussie with a
great boclg and a nice tan, but was valuable for reasons much begonci that!
Essentia”g, it sought to discuss research on what sort of attributes graciuates of
universities should possess, and then using, that information to look at curriculum
reform to Prociuce those attributes. It gave me some good ideas about what
sl<i”s, knowlecige, and attitudes a graciuate coulcl/shouici have cleveiopecl bg the

time theg leave universitg.

Friciay, June 18

»  “The Ideal University: Recalo and Results®
Probabig not the best choice of time simplg because we rea”g onlg summarized
for a new audience what was discussed at the worksnop on Weclnesciag.

= Understanding P/agian'sm Across DISCIP/I'nes: Common Conce/:)t, Diverse
Practices”
This session Presentecl research about the reasons People Plagiarize and how
Plagiarisrn is understood bﬂ students and tacultg. Aithough some of the
information was common sense, it rea”g articulated the different aspects of
academic ciishonestg and reaffirmed the idea that itis a community issue for
which resPonsibiiitg must be shared bg students, tacultg, and admin. This was
i‘xelptui in giving me a better uncierstanciing of the issue and its impacts) given



initiatives at the U of A to cievelop a Poiicg to address the community nature of
academic integrity.

“SICCID: New Discoveries and Strategies for Olotima/ Learning’

This was one of my “fun” sessions, gjven my own terrible sleeP habits! 1t gave a
quick recap of some of the sleeP structures of the brain and then Presentecl
research on how sleeP imPacts learning and memory. It also talked about the
stages of sleeP and wng you need enougn time in the different stages in order to
be Fu”g Func’cioning and have an op’cimal Pencorrnance during the clag.
Essentia”g, bg having enougiw sieep, you are more attentive ciuringtne clag and
able to take in more information. As well, certain processes happen at nigi'l’c in
the brain that more Firmlg engrain the information you attended to ciuring the

clag, improvinggour memory. But this requires adequate sieePl

Saturday, June 19

“Using Diverse Assessment to lmIDrove Student Learning; Theoxy, Evaluation,
and Practice”

Another awesome session on how current methods of assessing students do not
suPPort the learning process. It talked about better stra’cegies to get students
more engagecl in the material and to facilitate cieeP iearning (as oPPosed to
surface iearning), essentia”y bg Placing the learning process in the hands of
students themselves. It also empi‘xasizecl the imPortance of ’cimelg and informative
feedback from Proiessors in the learning process. | dor’t have my notes nearby
to go into more detail ... but it was great! Oh, it also gave me ideas on how Prois
should be evaluated (iorma”g and inicormallg) to support them in their own

development.

Other sessions | would have liked to attend but couldn’t due to time overlaP:

“l‘:nhancing student learning through learning Porhcoiios”

“Evaluation of the informal kind: A confidence booster”

“Personalizing the megaclass”

“Peer teacning in liberal education: The arts seminar program at UpPEP
“GrouP work: lncreasing learner access to the classroom discussion”
“lnquirg: Does it rea”g work for 1Cirs’c~9ear students?”

“Plagiarism — is Turnltin the answer?”

“Multi-source teacning evaluations: Recommendations for individuals and
institutions”

“Where students say tneg learn the most”

“Usinga varie’cg of teacning methods in universitg courses: Is it worth it?”



= “Diverse programs, diverse outcomes: ComParing certificate in university
teaching (cum program evaluations at two Canadian universities”

=  “Caninnovationin teaching and learning be measures?”

»  “From memorization to real life: He[Ping students make the shift out of their
comfort zones”

*  “You must have some questionsl A discussion-based aPProach to
undergraduate teactiing”

" “Making laPtoPs work in the classroom: How is it Possib!e?”

»  “Aframework for clevelopi ng and evaluating a substantive tacuftg certificate

program on the scholarship of teaching and !earning”

Other great exPeriences:

»  Witnessed awarciing of 3M Canada Teaching Fe”owships, the tlighest national
honour you can receive for university teaching. Dr. Brenda Cameron, from the
Facultg of Nursing at the U of A, was one of the recipients.

*  Met the Government Relations guy from CASA.

* Hadan oPPortunitg to talk with some of the U of A’s tacu!tg (although onig a
handful attended the conference) and got some useful insights into their
Perspective onissues such as teactiing evaluation, clualitg, etc.

»  Got to know admin member from VP (Research) office at the U of A, Brad
Wuetherick, who is t‘xeacling up the Working Group on Teaching and Research
and whose suPPort I will need throughout the year.

Diagnosis:

Content

This conference was uncloubtec”g valuable and worth my time and our students’ money.
The session content covered some very imPortant issues anci, for the most Part, was
Presentecl in away that was very useful for Par‘ticipants to aPPlg to their own
institutions. One of the most valuable parts of the conference was being able to
collaborate with tacultg and to honestlg discuss our thoughts and oPinions on these
imPortant and Pervasive issues, and to geta Picture of what is goingon at a number of
schools across the country. For People in my Positiori, having this sort of interactive
exPerience with tacuftg is imPortant for faci litating communication because it lowers the
Perception of barriers and conflicts of interest and makes you more comfortable viewing,
Facultg as aPProachable Co”eagues rather than distant and alien beings. | sPent the
better part of my Plane ride home brainstorming and writing down alist of Priorities for
the year. Suclclenlg, I have a much better idea of the big Picture, how things fit together



and influence each other, and what the arguments for and against the issues are and

Student Representation

I was AMAZED at the recePtion we, students, received from the other conference
attendees! Theg rea”g valued having students there as Participants in discussions and
as sources of information. We can Provicle a uniclue and valuable Perspective, and theg
realize that. I received an e-mail tociag from the President of STLHE inviting me to work
with her on ways to build a reiationship between the STLHE and student associations

and to get more students to attend the conference in the future. That says a lot.

L ocation/| /ogistics

Aithough the conference was great, | was not overig thrilled with the ]ogistics and the
location. The residences were ic|<5 and hot, the food was ciisappointing (CCSsA was
MUCH better!), and the communication between conference organizers and clelegates
could have been better. It wasn’t a ciisaster, but wasn’t overlg impressive. What was
neat, however, was that this conference was bilinguai, so translation service were offered
at all sessions and kegnote addresses switched back and forth between Engiish and
French. Even then, I think the U of O could have done a betterjob of ensuring French
c]eiegates were able to tu”g Participate in the conference and receive the same
information. However, the location/iogistics rea”9 aren’t something that one can
anticipate and will vary ciepencling on the host institution and organizing committee.

Most impor'tantig, the session content was greatl

Prescription:

In developing the 2005-06 Prelimiriarg buclget for my dePartment, I will buclget for the
2005-06 Vice-President (Academic) to attend this conference, and stronglg recommend
that s/he do so. 1also will budget for the Associate Vice-President (Acaciemic) to
attend and would recommend this as well, gjven the iarge number of valuable sessions
that would be better covered bg two reps fromthe U of Asu. This year, the VP
(Acaclemic) from the Universitg of Caigarg attended aiong with an Academic
Commissioner, and theg were able to attend different sessions, gaining twice the amount
of information and ideas.

I also intend to Promote this conference to other VPs Academic (anci similar) at other

Canadian universities and encourage them to consider sericiing a rePresentative.



A POST-CONFERENCE SIDE TRIP: Visiting the Queen’s University Executive in
Kingston, Ontario

I spent Saturclay through Monclag in Kingston with the executive of the Queen’s Alma
Mater Society, whom we met at CCSA in May. This triP was on my own dime and was
!argelg for fun, but 1 did have an oPPor‘tunitg to tour their students’ union builcling
(called the John Deutsch University Centre) and to attend a meeting with the Vice-
President (Universit9 Affairs) and his commissioners. A few in’ceres’cing observations:

- The AMS Exec consists of 3 People (VP UA, VP OPerations, and President).

- The AMS Exec candidates alwags run as a slate.

- TheVPUAIs essen’cia”g our VPA, VPX, and VPSL in one! Brain suPer\/ises a
number of commissioners (about 6) who deal with academics, municipal affairs,
social and campus issues, and internal affairs.

- The J-Duck (asit’s agec’cionatelg called) has two bars in it — one is similar to our
Power Plant in general atmosphere and the otheris very much like an Irish Pub —

very nice (with all the look and feel of an Irish Pub) and aPParentig alwags filled

POST-TRIP:
Since Pve been back:
- Metwith reps from Academic Technologies for Learni ng regarcli ng the 2004 sU
Survey
- Met with the Associate Director of Information Technologg Resource and
Services (Par’c of Learning Services) regarcling the sU Survey
- Metwith Deborah Eerkes from the Student OmbudService to Provicle a student
Perspective ona Policg sheis clraFting about academic integrity as a community
issue
- Exec meeting
- Lunch with Don Hickeg (VP Facilities and OPerations) and Phg”is Clark (VP
Finance and Administration)
- Attended Orientation BBQ at Hawrelak Park
UPcoming:
- Lunch with Ellen Schoeck, Director of the University Secretariat
- Coffee with Gretchen Hess, Vice-Provost
- Exec one-clag retreat
- Meeting with the Engjneering Students’ Society re: CoFA
- GFC Academic P!anning Committee (APC) — may attend as a guest
- AAB: June 30 @ 5:30 PM Lower Level Meeting Room
- GFC Exec Ad Hoc Unclergracluate Awards Po!icg Review Committee
- Lunch with the new Chancellor



Duncan Taylor — Vice President Student Life
Council Repor't June 29th 2004

Worlcplace Health Ac]visory Committee: Had my first meeting with this group. We talked about different
concerns to the campus workplace. | brougl'lt upa number of concerns from a student Perspective with
resPect to stress and Phgsical health, and my thoughts on what makes the Student exPerience at

universi’cg different from an emplogee, and how this aPPIies to wellness.

Bar Revitalization Task Force: Fina”g unclerwag. Plﬁgsical renovations in Progress! Currently working with

Student GrouPs, Athletics and the Services to arrange “group nig]'xts”.

Student Groul:)s Legislation Meeting: Fun times with Pam and His Most De-Caffeinated Speakersl'ziPJ

resul’cs OF Wl"liC]’] HOU see bC{:OFC HOU.

Caml:)us Securitg Golf Tournament: Amusing. Especiallg since | had never set foot on a gohC course in my

fife

COCA! Gave’r on the river. RePort to follow. Got some networking clone, went to some education
sessions about “Orientation Week”, “Student Leadership” and “‘Diversity and Awareness Events”. Good
times. Brought upa few concerns to Steve DerPack with respect to how the whole event could be

improvecl.

Ship N@'lt Meeting: Productive meetingwith Jordan and Daina Bowman about Problems with SHiP Nig]wt

last year, and how we can imProve things overall.

Exec Retreat: Daglong retreat at the GM’s house. Went over goal sheet from our initial retreat, reaffirmed

some goals, discussed brieﬂy “where do we g0 from here” with others.

CFB Meeting: Went over outstancling issues with respect to hancﬂing of the Plant. Denise Davis~Ta9|or
from the Chap]in’s Association reP]aced interim chair of the board.

Health Plan: Went over the last request for ProPosals with GM and am making editorial changes toit.

HoPe to release it soon

Student Involvement Card: Talk with Jerry Daleg over email about this to get the card at L’exPress and
Cram Dunk. Also talked to Ecos AD and Student GrouPs Director with resPec’c to imPlementing this as
Part of their volunteer recognition program. l:incling suPPor‘t. Fantastic.

Coming up..

More WoW!

More Bars!

More Food Bank!

Lunch with the Chancellor!

Train Infinite Monkegs todo myjob!

f wanna be the Minoritgl I don’t need your authoritg. Down with the moral ma)joritg ‘cause | wanna be the minoritg.



Vote Bogg Quebecois

BOG Rep Report to Council — June 29, 2004

It's a gorgeous Sunday afternoon at Emily Murphy Park. I've got a Frisbee, my
laptop, and good company. Perfect weather for Council-report-writin’. And for
girly drinks.

All Roads Lead to Roman

May 21: EAB

May 25: CCRAP

May 26: lunch with Mike Reid

May 28: BFPC

May 28-29: Relay for Life

June 1: Council

June 2: Photos for handbook

June 3: CCRAP

June 4: BSHEC (cancelled)

June 4: HARRY POTTER OPENS! YAY!

June 6: Rex Murphy Strathcona candidates forum at City Hall
June 10: EAB

June 11: Arts convocation

June 11: Installation dinner for Chancellor Newell
June 15: Council

June 15: Federal leadership debate

June 17: EAB

June 17: BOG Dinner

June 18: BOG Meeting

June 19: Churchill Cup

June 19: Democracy is Sexy pubcrawl

June 21: GFC (cancelled)

June 22: Strathcona candidates’ forum

June 25: opening for U of A’s The Art of Inspiration at The Works festival
June 29: meeting with Jordan Blatz

June 29: Council

Highlights from the Board Meeting
It's the end of the year. Nothing particularly exciting.

- approval of draft year-end financial statements

- year-end reports of investment and audit committees

- review of terms of reference for the Award of Distinction Committee
- Campaign 2008 fundraiser being launched on November 2

- Discussion on enhancing the Annual General Meeting

DAaAnvAd AnnmnAaintimaAantAalvannnmAintbmaAantAa



- Approved funding for Agri-Food Discovery Place
- Large turnover to come on the Board over the next few months

Relay For Life

Third year in a row that Delta Chi has participated in the Canadian Cancer
Society’s 12-Hour Relay for Life at Foote Field. We raised about $1500 and ran
all night in the rain. Awesome.

Handbook Photos

I've discovered that | can be more than just a purse bitch: | can also hold
reflective cardboard for Jimmy and crack jokes as he takes pictures of the
executive for the handbook. | made the mistake of posing with the Jamaican
Jammer for one of my pictures. Do you think that’s going to come back to haunt
me?

Strathcona Candidates’ Forum at City Hall

I’'m voting for Rex Murphy. | also asked if | could take home the “12 Faces of
Rex Murphy” banner, but they wouldn'’t let me.

Pre-Season Football

Esks vs. Stamps. We had great fun starting a “Let’'s go Tampa!” chant. | admit |
know little about football. What the hell is a “blitz"? Didn’t he win an election?

Presidential Search Committee

| submitted a report of my thoughts on the priorities of the University and the
search for the next University president. | included it in my last Council report.

Arts Convocation/Chancellor Dinner

We had quite a collection of student Board members and Senators on stage.
And if Samuel had shown up, we would have had HC7 quorum in the platform
party. Terra and Lisa thus had their own personal receiving line. | could just
picture their respective parents in the audience thinking, “Why are robed druids
accosting our daughter?”. The Chancellor dinner was cool, had the chance to
talk to City Councilor Jane Batty about the U-Pass. Chancellor Newell is very
friendly and has said some positive things about PSE in his speeches and
newspaper interviews. I’'m looking forward to working with him.

EAB
We’ve been discussing various issues surrounding a provincial election and

federal lobbying. As it currently stands, | will be supporting a move for the SU to
re-join CASA.



Board Dinner

Had some productive chats regarding both the federal and upcoming provincial
elections. Had a chance to chat with the new Academic (John Law), NASA
(name escapes me) and Alumni (Doug Irwin) representatives on the Board.

Churchill Cup

11 hours of rugby at Commonwealth Stadium! | left looking like a lobster. A tall,
handsome, politically-involved lobster.

Democracy is Sexy Pub-crawl

Sadly, upon arriving at the Armory, | discovered two things: 1) Girls scare me;
and 2) the pub-crawl was no longer going ahead. Screw you, democracy! No
pubcrawl, no Roman vote!

Girl Next Door

Saw “The Girl Next Door” with hacks. It was worth the 50 cents of Samuel’'s
money. The alternate title to the movie could easily have been “The High School
Story of Roman Kotovych Except With Girls and Sex and Stuff”.

Strathcona candidates forum in SUB

As usual, the winner of the SUB forum was Chris Jones. Luckily, failed pub-
crawls have already killed my faith in democracy, so | don’t have to worry about
casting a good vote.

The Art of Inspiration

The Works festival is featuring a display of the U of A’s Museums and Collections
Services. It deals with works of art, and the items that inspire the creativity in
artists. The display includes everything from works by Goya to entomology
specimens. Check it out at the Jasper Avenue entrance of Commerce Place.
And if you've never spent time downtown during the summer, you don’t know
what you're missing.

Celebrity Run-in

Apparently, | bumped into Nick from “The Apprentice” on the Suite 69 dance-
floor. That’s the greatest thing that’s ever happened to me since | met Sheamus
Murphy. | don’t consider myself to be a celebrity. I'm more of a role model. Or
maybe a hero...



Seriously, Eskimos: Turn Down the Suck!

So, we lost to BC. | blame democracy. And a stupid play on a 3 and 2 at the
end of the 4™ quarter. And bad Eskimos karma for selling my Trappers. But at
least | got a free mini-football at the game. Free stuff is always good. Except for
free tuition. That’s bad.

Email My Heart

Britney’s getting married. You'd think that she at least would have had the
decency to tell me. | want my flowers back.

Farewell

To former Councilor Melnyk, who is moving on Tuesday to London: it's been
great. You will be missed.

Coming Up

There isn’t much going on with the Board over the next two months. I'll give
Council updates on anything that might come up.

Miss Scarlet in the study with the pipe and a bottle of Chilean cab-merlot,

Roman Kotovych
Undergraduate Board of Governors Representative



